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Mission statement:  To act as a catalyst for the comprehensive development of Youth Courts across NYS, to maintain a 
juvenile justice alternative that is operated for and by youth, and to promote Youth Courts as an important feature of 
the juvenile justice services that seek to improve juvenile justice outcomes for all community youth.
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CONGRATULATIONS

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS !

Southampton Youth Court

  Kathleen Comber

Onondaga County Youth Court

  Connor Strader

City of  Elmira Youth Court

  Marlyn Moore

Onondaga County Youth Court director Damian Pratt 
brought members of his Eastern Region Youth Court to 
meet with a group of visitors to the United States by the 
Department of State International Visitor Leadership 
Program.   The project ÒAmerican Youth : Inspiring 
Leadership and Civic ParticipationÓ, was a multi-regional 
event that brought  the group together with organizations 
that promote youth volunteerism and citizenship.   
Damian spoke to the group about Youth Court and 7 
members of the Onondaga County Youth Court were on 
hand to answer questions.  The program was arranged by 
the  World Learning Visitor Exchange Program.

!

  Oswego Youth Court Members Attend
 Leadership Conference In Albany

Onondaga County Youth Court Director 
speaks to Global Contingent 

about Youth Volunteerism

On February 8th and 9th four youth from Oswego County were able to go to Albany 
for this yearÕs annual leadership conference put on by the Association for New York 
State Youth Bureaus and to talk with elected ofÞcials from Oswego County. MonŽk 
Cullen from Oswego City Youth Court, Jack Beckwith and Gregory Blasczienski 
from Oswego County Youth Court, and Ashley Woodcock of Fulton traveled by bus 
with youth from as far as Buffalo, NY and Henrietta, NY to Albany. On Monday 
they were able to choose from leadership sessions with topics that ranged from 
RachelÕs Challenge, which is a program inspired by a Columbine High School 
Student to encourage kindness
in schools, to service learning and solving
social problems like hunger.  ÒI actually
really enjoyed the leadership conference,
it was very informative and exciting,Ó says
Cullen. Beckwith also added ÒI truly 
enjoyed the Leadership conference held 
in Albany. I believe that it was a great 
learning experience both inside and 
outside of the classroom.Ó Then on 
Tuesday morning they were able to meet and talk with legislators from 
around the county about programs such as Youth Court.  Beckwith stated ÒFor me, 
the highlight of the trip was the meeting with my state representatives.  I feel that 
meeting with Assemblyman Bob Oaks and Assemblyman Will Barclay beneÞted me 
and also gave me a chance to inform the Assemblymen about Oswego CountyÕs 
Youth Court program. Both representatives seemed highly attentive to the subject 
and were glad to be informed.Ó ÒI got a lot of knowledge on the justice system and 
the current state of our economy from the leaders of our state. I had the privilege of 
going to Albany with a few of the Youth Court members from my Youth Bureau and 
other youth from Youth Bureau's all over the stateÓ stated Gregory Blasczienski.
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 writings from Youth Court Members Past & Present

on the academic, legal, and civic fronts. Academically, Rochester Teen Court not only allowed me to put into practice the artistic and rhetorical skills I learned while 
at School of the Arts by giving me an opportunity to engage in public advocacy for perhaps the noblest of causes (the rehabilitation of at-risk youth), but teen court 
also allows me to utilize the critical and analytical thinking skills I have perfected as a philosophy major at Harvard College by continually giving me a seat at the 
problem-solving table which consists of the Rochester community's best problem solvers including lawyers, judges, politicians, and community organizers.
     ! Legally, Rochester Teen Court has allowed me to network with some of New York State's Þnest legal minds as well as learn and master while only in high 
school certain legal concepts and practices (like the rules of evidence, and penal law procedure) which most people don't master until their second year of law 
school. As an aspiring Judge, Rochester Teen Court has no doubt given me a head start on my journey that will truly make me a leader in the profession. On the 
civic front, Rochester Teen Court has given me insight into the causes of and solutions to juvenile delinquency that I simply could not have gotten anywhere else. 
The Þrsthand experience I received working directly with  youthful offenders and their families through Rochester Teen Court will be invaluable to me as I embark 
on a career in law and government, working to help solve the problems which unnecessarily plague communities. The sociological and psychological lessons as 
well as the basic lessons about human nature and the power of community I have learned through my experiences with Rochester Teen Court rival even some 
aspects of my Harvard education in their profundity.                                                                                                                                                                                            
! Being able to not only witness but play an active causal role in the decision of so many at-risk young people to change their lives for the better and to 
value education over ignorance, accountability over immaturity, and service over the selÞsh and dangerous pursuit of immediate gratiÞcation is indeed the most 
pleasing aspect of my participation in Rochester Teen Court. But this reward is only one of many: in addition to all the wonderful opportunities and scholarships 
my participation with Rochester Teen Court has helped me to secure, my matriculation at Harvard is a dream come true for which I owe a great deal of gratitude to 
Teen Court.                                                                                                                                                                                             ! The support and recommendations from 
powerful and inßuential professionals associated with Teen Court, and the bank of profound experiences and anecdotes to draw from when authoring personal 
statements or engaging in interviews I obtained because of my work with Rochester Teen Court are in large part why I think I was accepted to Harvard College, and 
now some of the best law schools in the nation (such as Cornell, Georgetown, Duke, and Fordham). It is in large part because of my work with Rochester Teen Court 
that a public school graduate with such humble beginnings like me will be not only be the Þrst of his nuclear family to obtain a bachelor's degree let alone a 
graduate degree, but will obtain such degrees from some of the best schools around.  Rochester Teen Court is truly a jewel of the Rochester community. It changes 
the lives of all who participate in it from the defendants to the teen volunteers, from the parents to the volunteer adult lawyers and judges who dedicate so much 
of their time, energy, and effort to the lives of Rochester's youth. I will always value Rochester Teen Court and will continue volunteering my time to the 
program so long as the program exists.                                           !                                                                                                                                     

! Rochester Teen Court is truly a shining example of what's right with Rochester, and the success and power of the program becomes immediately 
understandable when one meets the program's administrative staff: Mrs. Cookie Waller, Mrs. Val Tisdale, Hon. Frank Geraci,and Hon. Elaine Spaull. These four 
individuals are truly remarkable, and so long as Teen Court is led by people like them Rochester Teen Court will continue to be a powerful force for the 
cultivation of Rochester's youth and the overall thriving of the Rochester community.

.

! I found out about Rochester Teen Court in April of 2004 during a conversation with a bailiff. I 
spent my spring break that year (my sophomore year of high school at School of the Arts) observing court 
cases at Rochester's courthouse;one of the bailiffs noticed my interest in the proceedings, and after learning I 
was an aspiring lawyer told me about Rochester Teen Court. I immediately signed up for a teen attorney 
training class. I took the class later that month and passed the Bar Exam with a near perfect score, served as 
a teen court juror in May of 2004, and tried my Þrst cases in June of 2004.!
     ! I served as an attorney from June 2004 until August 2006 trying on average 2 cases per month 
every single month of the duration of my tenure. Throughout my tenure as an attorney I also served as a 
trainer, recruiter, and spokesman (orating on behalf of Rochester Teen Court at community functions) for the 
program.  Additionally, since August 2006 I have continued teaching for and serving as an ambassador for 
Rochester Teen Court as well as taken on some administrative duties such as updating the teen attorney 
training curriculum as well as updating the Bar Exam.  
     ! My experiences with Rochester Teen Court have perfectly complemented my studies  

ROCHESTER ALUMNI GRATEFUL FOR EXPERIENCES IN TEEN COURT

  Soon to graduate from Harvard, Aaron Frazier, plans to work toward doctor of jurisprudence

"Natalia Bikowski and Nascha Streng are members of the Greenpoint 
Youth Court located in Brooklyn.! The youth court is operated by the 
Center for Court Innovation.! For more information, visit 
www.courtinnovation.org"

Aaron Frazier
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Patrol Borough Queens North Criminal Justice Program
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Southampton Town Youth Court held its 4th Annual Swearing-In Ceremony on 
March 8, 2010." The Honorable Barbara Wilson swore in 40 students as ofÞcial 
members of the Youth Court members." Thirteen seniors received their graduation 
cords during the ceremony."

The Long Island Youth Court Coalition held its annual Youth Court 
Competition on March 4, 2010 hosted by the Riverhead Youth Court."" Youth 
Court members from Brookhaven, East Hampton, Huntington, Riverhead, and 
Southampton all took part in the event." There were 57 youth court members that 
participated in the competition." This event gives the members an opportunity to 
meet other peers who are participating in youth courts from surrounding areas that 
they other wise would not get to meet." 
Judging the competition were both local Judges as well as local attorneys." This 
year the Southampton Town Youth Court took 1st place, Huntington placed 2nd, in 
3rd place was Brookhaven, East Hampton in 4th and Riverhead placed 5th."

The 2010 City of Elmira Youth Court  Induction Ceremony took place on Monday, January 25th, 2010.
Eighty-nine youths applied to become members of the City of Elmira Youth Court.  Fifty-nine youths completed a rigorous selection process which 
included the successful completion of a challenging Bar Examination and a competitive interview process.  The following twenty-nine students were 
inducted into Elmira City Youth Court:  Jarrett Altilio, Lauren Karam, Nick Minichiello, Michael DiFabio, Makena Edwards, Jack Haskell,         
Hannah Daugherty, Cara Roff, Jacey Kinnaird, Jason Lawes, Vinnie Minichiello,Tori Magee,Jonathan Chandonait, Kevin Geiser, Austin Rouille, 
Katlyn Smith, Samantha Erbach, Maddie Horn, Jasper Perino, Steven Mathew, Nicholas Karee, Maddie Raudat, Allie Steed, Kaylee Churchman,     
Rob Johnson, Amanda Thomas, John Prodromidis, Jazmyne Parks, Greg Thomas  
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ASSOCIATION OF NYS YOUTH COURTS

ANYSYC
c/o SCSD Student Court
The Carnegie Building
335 Montgomery Street
Syracuse, New York  13202

!

Allegany County Youth Court

Andrew Placito (Associate)
Babylon Youth Court
Bethlehem Youth Court

Brookhaven Youth Court
Cattaraugus County Youth Court

City of Peekskill Youth Bureau Youth Court
Clinton County Youth Court
Colonie Youth Court

City of Elmira Youth Court
Genesee County Youth Court                                                                        

Honeoye Falls, Lima, Mendon Community Youth Court
Horseheads Youth Court
New Rochelle Youth Court

Onondaga County Youth Court
Orleans County Youth Court

Oswego County Youth Court/Oswego City Youth Court
Rochester Teen Court
Schuyler County Youth Court

SCSD Student Court
Southampton Town Youth Court

Stony Point Youth Court
Ulster County Youth Court
Warren County Youth Court

Youth Court Alternative of Queens, Inc.
Youth Court of Jefferson County
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PRESIDENT! ! ! Judy Wolfe

1ST VICE PRESIDENT! ! Deb Holland

2ND VICE PRESIDENT! ! Cookie Waller

TREASURER! ! ! Damian Pratt

CO-SECRETARY! ! Katrina Charland

CO-SECRETARY! ! Jocelyn Sitkorski

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR ! ! Violet Colydas

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR !! Luanne Strausser


