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Mission statement: To act as a catalyst for the comprehensive development of Youth Courts across NYS, to maintain a
juvenile justice alternative that is operated for and by youth, and to promote Youth Courts as an important feature of
the juvenile justice services that seek to improve juvenile justice outcomes for all community youth.
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ANYSYC AND THE CENTER FOR COURT INNOVATION
SPONSOR STATEWIDE EVENT

Youth Court practitioners from around NYS convened for a one day
event hosted by the NYS Bar Foundation April 8th in Albany, NY. A
pre-conference reception was held the evening before at the Crowne
Plaza Hotel, recipients of the ANYSYC Scholarships were announced
and coordinators were given a chance to socialize. The following day
conference participants gathered at the NYS Bar Association to learn
about innovative ways to strengthen and improve their programs. The
conference opened with a welcome address by the NYS Bar Association
President-elect Stephen Younger who announced that one of the first
things he wanted to accomplish once he takes office was to create a
special committee on youth courts that will be chaired by Judge Judith
Kaye, a strong supporter of Youth Courts. Judge Kaye gave the keynote
address commending the attendees for their work with NYS youth - %
courts and commitment to making them a model for NYS and the world.

Nancy Fishman, new project director of Youth and Community
Engagement Programs for The Center for Court Innovation unveiled the
Center’s publication - “Recommended Practices for NYS Youth Courts”,
a guide for existing and new programs.

Participants attended panel discussions on referral sources, measuring

success, innovative sanctions, mentoring, social networks, and youth
court hearings.

The Center for Court Innovation was presented with three grant awards
by NYS Bar Foundation Board Director and Fellows Chair, Susan B.
Lindenauer. These grants will be used to provide funding to expand the
recommended practices manual which supports NYS Youth Courts; the
Staten Island Youth Court, and the Youth Justice Board. To access

materials from the conference visit the Center for Court InnovationOs New York State Bar Association President - elect Stephen Younger
website: www.courtinnovation.org
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writings from Youth Court Members Past & Present \ =

Guest Author: Madeline Rochford - 3 year member Ontario County Youth Court

“Not again,” I groaned, walking into French class. On the door was a sign informing us to bring our copies of Le Petit
Prince (The Little Prince) to class. Ihad no problem with the book; I just didn’t understand why my teacher, Madame
Ernenwein, took it so seriously. Why did everything have to mean something? Slowly though, The Little Prince began to
Maddie ROCthVd reads to a Pre-K St“de"f grow on me - a good thing, because our final project involved creating an artwork based on some aspect of the book that
giglschoollsherolunteerslabresularly. “spoke” to us. I considered my passages, including the oft-quoted line that it is “only with the heart that one can see
clearly.” But my final choice, according to Madame Ernenwein, was unique.
Towards the beginning of the book, the Little Prince becomes angry at the narrator and tells him the story of a businessman, a man who has “never smelled a
flower, never looked at a star, never loved anyone.” The man spends all his time adding figures and busying himself with “matters of consequence.” The Prince
finishes his tirade by saying “Mais ce n’est pas un homme, c’est un champignon!” (“But that’s not a man, that’s a mushroom!”) Iloved this quote. The Prince had
a good point. “Grown-ups,” a class of people scorned by the Little Prince, often seem to spend their lives in jobs where, like the businessman, they become
consumed with things that don’t really matter.

As children we want to pursue occupations that seem fascinating, like firefighters or ballerinas. When I was five years old, I informed my parents that I was going
to be a “dog drawer” when I grow up. I knew there must be great demand for a person who could draw pictures of lost dogs to be put on posters. Later, I
decided I wanted to be a popular author like Ann M. Martin, the writer of my beloved Babysitter’s Club series. But by age twelve, I concluded that being an
author might not provide the lifestyle I thought I deserved. My new career choice is corporate law, complete with Chanel pencil skirts and Jimmy Choo shoes.
Like the businessman in The Little Prince, my career choice had little to do with what mattered to me and more to do with what I thought would be a career “of
consequence.”

In my high school freshman year, I joined the Ontario County Youth Court, figuring it might be a good stepping stone on my path to a successful legal career.
Members of this peer court serve as Judge, Counsel, Jurors, and Bailiff in determining sentences for juvenile offenders who have committed misdemeanors or
violations. The court’s decisions and sentences are binding. On my first day in court, I was paired with another future lawyer and a Youth Court veteran, a boy I
referred to as “Pete-the-Prosecutor.” To put it bluntly, Pete scared me. While most of us wore sweaters and nice pants, he wore Italian shoes and three-piece suits.
The intolerance he demonstrated for even small offenses bothered me. He was notorious for making defendants cry. Over time, as I gained confidence and
experience, I found myself on the “other side” of Pete-the-Prosecutor, representing the interests of the defendants.

I have never thought of empathy as one of my strong points. But as I flipped through case files, I found myself softening. Each and every one of the kids in front
of the court was dealing with circumstances foreign to me, from home foreclosures to foster care. I became frustrated when the jurors handed out sentences that
seemed too harsh. Why hadn’t the jury seen what I saw that these defendants were basically good kids who had made a mistake? I then began to notice similar
patterns among kids I know outside Youth Court. A girl from my school was regularly listed in the local paper’s Police Beat, and the older brother of a close
friend seemed trapped in a downward spiral. I don’t think of these people as “evil” or “bad,” but like many of my Youth Court clients, they need help in choosing
a positive direction.

I expected my participation in Youth Court to ratify my corporate law ambitions. Instead, my experiences taught me that I need to find something with meaning
to me, regardless of whether it is a “matter of consequence” to someone else. I'm still not sure what I want to do, and my work may end up having little to do
with my experiences on the Ontario County Youth Court. In any event, personal satisfaction will outweigh the siren call of the Jimmy Choos. And whateverI do,
the Little Prince and Madame Ernenwein will be proud, because I will certainly be no champignon.

| have been accepted at Emerson College in Boston as a film major. I am working hard

2010 ANYSYC SCHOLARSHIP to achieve my goals and feel I'm qualified to receive this scholarship based upon my
WINNING ESSAYS accomplishments to date. In 2007 I received a New York State Assembly citation for winning
the Channel 9 WSYR television “Don’t Drive Distracted” video contest and was recognized at
the Onondaga County Traffic Safety Fair. This video is being aired on television stations as a
Public Service Announcement for the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. I won
fourth place in the 2009 Skyfest Feature Length Screenplay for an original full-length
screenplay, “No More Pencils”, that I co-wrote. In June 2009 I was awarded a Creativity &
Innovation Award from Rochester Institute of Technology. I directed, produced, co-wrote and
starred in an original play entitled “A Play of the Hand,” which was performed at Jazz Central

[¥ Theater in Syracuse in July 2009. I am a volunteer for Meals on Wheels and, at their request,
in October 2009 I filmed a documentary to celebrate and commemorate the five year
anniversary of the North Syracuse branch. I feel I can make a contribution at college by being
a hard-working, creative and imaginative student. Since I was young, I've been inspired to

tell stories through the power of film and show people how creative my imagination can be.
Onondaga County Youth Court member Connor Strader —accepting My passion in life is to become a filmmaker. Through film, I intend to create a lasting
scholarship “check” from director Damian Pratt impression and have a strong emotional impact on people’s lives.
I understand the choices I make in my life affect my future. I have worked hard in school and have tried to make wise decisions. Youth Court is one of those
decisions that helped mold me into a better person. Since joining Youth Court, I have learned a great deal about the justice system and the impact crime has on our
community, our economy, and the lives of others. T have also seen the lives of juveniles change for the better. I have watched young men and women learn from
their mistakes. Youth Court has shown me that people can change and that youth can turn things around, which, to me, is inspiring. It has taught me listening
skills, compromise, responsibility, and has caused me to look at things from a different perspective. I have learned listening skills through the process of court
hearings and interaction with the other participants. I have learned to compromise with my peers when trying to reach a verdict for a case. I have learned
responsibility by understanding the influence I have on the defendants’ lives and by the commitment required to be a Youth Court member. Ihave learned to look
at things from a different perspective by exammmg the aspects of various cases and trymg to make reasonable decisions. Youth Court has taught me these valuable
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punishment is an important aspect of Youth Court in order to portray the severity of the offense, the
true goal of Youth Court is to ensure that offenders learn from their mistakes, are truly apologetic for
their actions, and make steps towards change for the better. To be able to steer young people away
from potential paths of crime is an empowering feeling. For students who avoid trouble, ignoring
those who find it is simple to do. Getting involved, on the other hand, takes courage and leadership. I
strongly believe that because the youthful offenders are judged by their peers, they are more likely to
learn from their mistakes and take the experience to heart. In addition, Youth Court has opened my
eyes to the socio-economic diversity of my city. The ability to have humility and respect for people of
all different backgrounds is a life skill that cannot be taught in a class room. The positive impact
within my community as a result of Youth Court inspires me to continue to be an active member of

my community, wherever that may be.

Marlyn Moore, of the Elmira City Youth Court
accepts Scholarship “check” from Elmira Police

Youth Court has encouraged me to be proactive about positive change and to be a leader in my
community. This summer I joined the Building a Better Community Committee. The goals of this
committee are to eradicate racism in Elmira and establish transitional housing for ex-felons. What I

Chief Scott Drake. R . o A .
try to accomplish in youth court, preventing people from committing future criminal acts, I also strive
to accomplish as a member of this committee. With the proper tools and resources, the Building a
(SCHOLARSHIP essays continued from page2) Better Community Committee aims to provide reliable financial and residential security alternatives

to returning to a criminal environment.
I have been a member of the Elmira City Youth

Court for my junior and senior years of high school. My goals for the future include attending a four year college and eventually medical school. While in

I deserve this scholarship because I am a strong college, I plan to participate in a “big sibling” mentoring program in order to continue making a
advocate for the Youth Court system. Having direct  positive impact on youth. If the school I attend does not have a mentoring program, I will start one.
exposure to the advantages of Youth Court, I After medical school, I hope to join the Navy Medical Corps and care for the health of our troops and
encourage all young people to get involved. their families.

Without Youth Court, the juvenile misdemeanors it

hears might slip though the cracks and the To conclude, I am truly deserving of this scholarship because I embody the qualities of leadership and

offenders free without consequence. While serving  citizenship that the Youth Court system represents.

Around three years ago, | was presented with the opportunity to join Youth Court . At the time, I doubted
that I, an insignificant teenager, could make any real difference. But then I heard a beautiful quote; “We must
all fear evil men. But there is another kind of evil, which we must fear most, and that is the indifference of good
men.” Irealized that i did not want to live a life of comfort, ignoring the misfortune and suffering around me
or the dilapidation of humanity. Irealized that I wanted to make a difference. Youth Court has provided me
the opportunity to do just that; to help those less fortunate than I and to pay forward all of the opportunities,
love, and support that I have received from my family, and friends, teachers, and mentors.

I have learned so much through this program. I have not only gained a huge appreciation for law and
government, but more importantly have gained an appreciation for the degree of separation between all people,
the patience and understanding that I must practice so as to learn as much as I can from others. Ihave learned
that, before formulating opinions or judgments on people that I meet, I should first consider where they come
from, how their experiences differ from my own, what I have to offer or to learn from them if I get the chance.
But most importantly, Youth Court has shown me that there are few and small limits to what I can accomplish,
what teenagers and humanity can accomplish, if we put our hears and efforts into it. I have learned that, to
make a difference, one does not need to be rich, powerful, or highly experienced. Making a difference only
takes the will to go beyond what is expected.

- Marlyn Moore, Elmira City Youth Court

Southampton Youth Court director Karen Hurst
and Scholarship chair Luanne Strauser accept the
ANYSYC Scholarship “check” for Kathleen
Comber of the Southampton Youth Court.

My participation in Youth Court has helped me to recognize that I am passionate about helping others. I am considering a major in psychology or education so that I
may be a therapist or teacher. However I wish to explore how I may reach out farther and help a greater range of people. Therefore, I plan to enter college in the fall as
an undeclared student so that I may explore my options. Also I plan to participate in the Peace Corp or other volunteer groups in the future.

I believe that I deserve this scholarship first because I am a good example to society. I have never involved myself in illegal activities. I work very hard on my

schoolwork and participate in many community service activities. Furthermore I strive to be an honest, generous, understanding, and productive human. Also I take
my Youth Court service seriously. I dedicate many hours to the preparation of cases. My peers do not deserve anything less. In fact that attention is crucial. I have
given my all to helping others and believe that the scholarship would help me continue that in the future. - Kathleen Comber, Southampton Youth Court

ANYSYC MEMBERSHIP : Allegany County Youth Court, Andrew Placito (Associate), Babylon Youth Court, Bethlehem Youth Court, Brookhaven Youth Court,
Cattaraugus County Youth Court, City of Peekskill Youth Bureau Youth Court, Clinton County Youth Court, Colonie Youth Court, City of Elmira Youth Court,
Genesee County Youth Court, Honeoye Falls, Lima, Mendon Community Mediation Center, Horseheads Youth Court, New Rochelle Youth Court, Onondaga
County Youth Court, Ontario County Youth Court, Orleans County Youth Court, Oswego County Youth Court/Oswego City Youth Court, Rochester Teen Court,
Schuyler County Youth Court, Syracuse City School District Student Court, Southampton Town Youth Court, Stony Point Youth Court, Ulster County Youth

Court, Warren County Youth Court, Youth Court Alternative of Queens, Inc., Youth Court of Jefferson County

ANYSYC OFFICERS: Judy Wolfe, President; Deb Holland, 1st Vice President; Cookie Waller, 2nd Vice President; Damian Pratt, Treasurer; Katrina Charland, Co-

Secretary; Jocelyn Sitkorski, Co-Secretary; Violet Colydas, Membership Chair; Luanne Strauser, Scholarship Chair
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Bethlehem Youth Court Celebrates Law Day 2010

Bethlehem Youth Court (BYC) celebrated Law Day on April 29th at Bethlehem Town Court. Local H}udges, attorneys, parents and volunteers took part |
several events to celebrate. There was a check presentation by The New York Bar Foundation, which hasE%enercl)éJsl%/ awarded BYC a $2,500 grant. V
ersold, Jo

Youth Court members performed a mock hearing for audience members. Volunteers included: Samantha rdan Gross, John Hartunian, Mg

Kassoff, Cal Manjunath, Gabby Rosenblum, Alisa White, Jennifer White, and Caitlin Willey.

The highlight of the evening was the first annual Oral Advocacy Scholarship Competition in which three high school seniors, Adrianna Bradt, Jennifer'
and Michael Wollner, competed for a $250 scholarship. Each presented a case, as either prosecution or defense, to a panel of judges. BYC is proud t
announce that the winner of the scholarship competition was Michael Wollner, a Bethlehem Central High School senior who has been a member of B'
years. This scholarship was made possible by the recently appointed United State Attorney for the Northern District of New York, Richard Hartunian.

Law Day, traditionally celebrated on May 1st, is a daﬁ to reflect on the rule of law. It was established by President Eisenhower back in 1958 and Cong
officially designed May 1st as Law Day in 1961. Each year the American Bar Association designates a theme for Law Day. This year's theme was "En
traditions, emerging challenges."

Bethlehem Youth Court can fully relate to this yearOs theme, as it entefsyiend bf continuous operation providing valuable services to the community.
BYC has endured the tradition ofglvmg youthful offenders a second chance at a clean record, while at the same time ﬂlvmg back to the community th
performing community service. BYC has also embraced emerging challenges. An example of an emerging challenge that has come with modern tech
the increased rate of cyber bullying (online bullying). BYC has addressed these cases through intervention and has taken preventative measures as v
providing an Internet safety course in conjunction with the Bethlehem Police DepartmentOs Family Services Unit.

Bethlehem Youth Court has been a longstanding fixture in the Town of Bethlehem. BYC is committed to continuing to address issues surrounding you
will continue to provide services for the community.

The New York Bar Foundation check presentation

Oral Advocacy Scholarship OreltI.Advo.cacy Sclholarshlp to BYC. From left to right: Peter Coffey Esq.,
Competition Participants, Competition winner, Michael Wollner Fellow, The New York Bar Foundation; Maureen
Jennifer White (left) and (right) with Assistant Federal McLeod, PhD., BYC Board of Directors

Adrianna Bradt (right). Defender and BYC Board Member, Treasurer; and Rosanne Van Heertum, Director of
Gene Primomo (left). Development, The New York Bar Foundation.
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